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PREAMBLE

This Agreement effective the 1st day of July, 2021, between the Board of Education
of the Township of Cherry Hill, Camden County, New Jersey, hereinafter called the
“‘Board,” and the Educational Assistants of Cherry Hill hereinafter called the “Association.”

WHEREAS, The Board and the Association recognize and declare that providing a
quality education for the children of Cherry Hill Township School District is their mutual
aim, and

WHEREAS, The parties hereto have rights and obligations pursuant to
Chapter 303, P.L. 1968, as amended by Chapter 123, P.L. 1974 and

WHEREAS, The parties having reached certain understandings desire to confirm
this agreement as follows:

ARTICLE 1
RECOGNITION

A. The Board hereby recognizes the Association as the exclusive and sole
representative for collective negotiations concerning the terms and conditions of
employment for all employees, but excluding all substitute employees, employed or
to be employed by the Board.

B. Unless otherwise indicated, the term “employee” when used hereinafter in the
Agreement shall refer to all employees represented by the Association in the
negotiating unit defined above.

ARTICLE 2
NEGOTIATION PROCEDURE

A.  The parties agree to enter into collective negotiations over a successor agreement
in accordance with Chapter 303, Public Laws 1968, as amended by Chapter 123,
Public Laws 1974 in a good faith effort to reach agreement on all matters
concerning the terms and conditions of employees’ employment. Negotiations shall
begin in accordance with the rules and regulations of P.E.R.C.

B. During negotiations, the Board and the Association shall exchange points of view
and make proposals and counterproposals.

C. Neither party in any negotiations shall have any control over the selection of the
negotiating representatives of the other party. The parties mutually pledge that their
representatives shall be clothed with all necessary power and authority to make
proposals, consider proposals, and make counterproposals in the course of
negotiations, provided however, all final proposals are subject to approval by
Association and Board.
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ARTICLE 3
GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE

A. Definition

The term “grievance” means a complaint that there has been an improper
application, interpretation or violation of an administrative decision, Board policy or
of any term or provision of this contract.

B. Procedure

1. A grievance may be filed by an individual employee, a group of employees or
by the Association, either in its own name or as the representative of a group
or class whose individual signatures shall not be necessary. Any grievance
must be lodged at the proper initiating level within 45 school days of the
happening of the event.

2. Level One — Informal Presentation

The grievant shall first discuss the grievance with the appropriate principal or
immediate supervisor, either directly or through the Association’s designated
representative, with the objective of resolving the matter informally.

3. Level Two - Principal or Supervisor

If, as a result of the discussion, the matter is not resolved to the satisfaction
of the grievant, he/she may within five (5) school days of the discussion, set
forth the grievance in writing to the principal or supervisor, specifying:

a. the nature of the grievance;

b. the nature and extent of the injury, loss or inconvenience;
c. the result of previous discussions; and

d. his/her dissatisfaction with decisions previously rendered.

The principal or supervisor shall communicate his decision in writing to the
grievant within five (5) school days of receipt of the written grievance.

4, Level Three - Superintendent

The grievant, no later than five (5) school days after receipt of the principal's
or supervisor's decision, may appeal the decision to the Superintendent of
Schools. The appeal to the Superintendent must be made in writing reciting
the matter submitted to the principal as specified above in B. 3. a. through d.
and his/her dissatisfaction with decisions previously rendered. The
Superintendent shall attempt to resolve the matter as quickly as possible, but
within a period not to exceed five (5) school days. The Superintendent shall
communicate his decision in writing to the grievant and the principal or
supervisor.
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5. Level Four - Board of Education

If the grievance is not resolved to the grievant's satisfaction, he/she, no later
than five {5) school days after receipt of the Superintendent's decision, may
request a review by the Board of Education. The request shall be submitted
in writing through the Superintendent of Schools, who shall attach all related
papers and forward the request to the Board of Education. The Board, or a
committee thereof, shall review the grievance and shall, at the option of the
Board, hold a hearing with the grievant and render a decision in writing within
twenty (20) school days of receipt of the grievance by the Board.

6. Level Five - Arbitration

a.
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If the Association is not satisfied with the disposition of the grievance
at the Board level, or if no decision has been rendered within twenty
(20) school days after the grievance was delivered to the secretary of
the Board, the Association may proceed to arbitration under the rules
of the Public Employment Relations Commission. Said written request
for the appointment of an arbitrator must be made within ten (10) days
of either the date of the Board response, or, if no response has
occurred, within ten (10) days of the latest date when that response
should have been given, whichever date is earlier.

The arbitrator shall be limited to the issues submitted and shall
consider nothing else. The arbitrator shall not have jurisdiction to
determine the arbitrability of issues before him/her but rather such
issues shall be determined by the appropriate agency, quasi-judicial,
or judicial body. The arbitrator can add nothing to nor subtract
anything from the Agreement between the parties or any policy of the
Board or any administrative decision. The arbitrator shall be without
power or authority to make any decision which requires the
commission of any act prohibited by law or which is violative of the
terms of this Agreement.

The following matters shall be grievable but non-arbitrable:

1. Any allegation that the Board has violated a right conferred
upon an employee or a duty upon the Board by any
administrative agency, court decision or the Laws of the State
of New Jersey or the United States of America, where a
method of review is available under the rules and regulations of
said administrative agency or under or through a quasi-judicial
or judicial body by virtue of a court decision or the Laws of the
State of New Jersey or the United States of America.,

2. Any alleged violation of an employee’s rights where the relief
demanded by the employee is the payment of money damages






for alleged wrongful discharge or the reinstatement of
employment.

d. Where the grievance concerns an alleged improper interpretation,
application or violation of this Agreement the decision of the arbitrator
shall be final and binding upon the parties. Where a grievance
concerns an alleged improper application of policies of the Board or
administrative decisions, the decision of the arbitrator shall be
advisory only. The decision shall be transmitted only to the Board, the
Association and the aggrieved person.

e. Only the Board, the Association, and the aggrieved shall be given
copies of the arbitrator's opinion and award. This shall be
accomplished within thirty (30) days of the completion of the
arbitrator’'s hearings.

f. The costs for the services of the arbitrator, including per diem
expenses, if any, any actual and necessary travel, subsistence
expenses and the cost of the hearing room, shall be borne equally by
the Board and the Association. Any other expenses incurred shall be
paid by the party incurring same.

ARTICLE 4
EMPLOYEE RIGHTS

A. Pursuant to Chapter 303, Public Laws 1968, the Board hereby agrees that every
employee of the Board shall have the right freely to organize, join and support the
Association and its affiliates for the purpose of engaging in collective negotiations
for mutual aid and protection. As a duly selected body exercising governmental
power under color of law of the State of New Jersey, the Board undertakes and
agrees that it shall not directly or indirectly discourage or derive or coerce any
employee in the enjoyment of any rights conferred by Chapter 313, Public Laws
1968, as amended by Chapter 123, Public Laws 1974, or other laws of New Jersey
or the Constitution of New Jersey and the United States; that it shall not
discriminate against any employee with respect to hours, wages, or any terms or
conditions of employment by reason of his or her membership in the Association
and its affiliates, his/her participation in any activities of the Association and its
affiliates, collective negotiations with the Board, or his/her institution of any
grievance, complaint or proceeding under this Agreement or otherwise with respect
to any terms or conditions of employment.

B. Except for the voluntary transfer of an Educational Assistant/Exceptional Student,
as provided for in Article 13 of this Agreement, the hourly rate of employees shall
not be reduced without just cause and any such reduction shall be subject to the
grievance and arbitration procedure.

C. Whenever any employee is required to or given the opportunity to appear before the
Superintendent, Board, or any committee or member thereof, concerning any matter
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which could result in the termination of employment of that employee, then he/she
and the Association shall be given prior written notice of the reasons for such
meeting or interview, and the employee shall have the right to have a representative
of his/her choosing present at such meeting.

D. No employee, except in case of an emergency, shall be required to substitute for a
teacher, paraprofessional or secretary. It is understood that the building principal
shall have the authority to determine what constitutes an emergency situation and
such decision shall not be arbitrable.

E. By October 15th of each year, the Board shall supply the Association President a
master list containing each employee’s accumulated sick leave as of September 1
of that school year.

F. If an employee who has resigned from his/her job with the Cherry Hill Board of
Education decides to return to the work force and is rehired for the same type of
position, he/she would return to work at the rate of pay he/she received at the time
he/she left, provided that not more than two years have lapsed since leaving his/her
position as an employee.

G. Employees shall not be responsible for obtaining their own substitute.

H. Any criticism by a supervisor or administrator of an educational assistant concerning
the performance of her/his job duties shall be made in confidence and not in the
presence of students, parents, or public gatherings unless required by law,
requested by the educational assistant, or required for student safety.

ARTICLE §
ASSOCIATION RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES

A, The Board agrees to make available to the Association, in response to reasonable
requests from time to time, information that is considered to be a matter of public
record.

B. Representatives of the Association shall be permitted to transact official Association
business on school property at all reasonable times provided it does not interfere
with or interrupt normal school operations. Such representatives shall notify and
receive the approval of the principal for their presence on school property.

C.  The Association and its representatives shall have the right to use school buildings
at all reasonable hours for meetings. Use of the buildings shall be arranged
according to current Board policy then in effect.

D.  The Association shall have the right to use school facilities and equipment, including
typewriters, computers, copy machines, other duplicating equipment, calculating
machines, and all types of audio-visual equipment at reasonable times, when such
equipment is not otherwise in use. The Association shall pay for the reasonable cost
of all materials, supplies and equipment repair incident to such use.
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E. The Assaciation shall have the right to use inter-school mail facilities and school
mail boxes as it deems necessary and without the approval of the building principals
or other members of the administration. The Board assumes no responsibility for
delivery.

F. The rights and privileges of the Association and its representatives as set forth in
this Agreement shall be granted only to the Association as the exclusive
representative of the employees, as defined in the unit, and to no other
organizations, so long as this Agreement is in existence.

G. Whenever any representative of the Association or any employee is mutually
scheduled by the Association and the Board to participate during working hours in
negotiations or grievance proceedings, the employee shall suffer no loss in regular
compensation for the employee’s normal work day.

ARTICLE 6
LEAVES OF ABSENCE
A. Sick Leave
1. All employees shall be entitled to ten (10) days sick leave per year. Unused

days of sick leave shall be accumulated from year to year. Effective upon the
date of ratification of the 2006-2009 Agreement, for employees in their first
year who join the District on other than a September 1st, one day of sick
leave shall be credited upon hire for each full calendar month left in the year.
“Year" is defined as September 1 through June 30.

2. Continuous personal illness absence of five (5) or more days must be
certified by a properly licensed physician. In cases where an employee has
demonstrated a pattern of sick leave abuse, the Employer may require a
doctor's note for an absence of less than five (5) days. Excused absences
shall not constitute a pattern of abuse.

3. When an employee retires for age and service or disability pursuant to the
provisions of the Public Employees’ Retirement System, with immediate
receipt of pension payment, such employee shall be paid the following for
each day of accumulated unused sick leave:

2021-2022: $22.00
2022-2023 and thereafter: $25.00

4, Said payments shall not be made in the event of termination of employment
by the Board. If termination of employment is due to death, the employee’s
estate shall receive such payment. In the event partial sick days are
accumulated, payment will be made on a pro-rata basis.
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5. For the purposes of this section, an employee shall be defined as one who
works twenty (20} hours per week or more.

6. Notwithstanding any provision in this Agreement to the contrary, employees
may use up to four (4) accumulated unused sick leave days in any one
school year to provide care for an ill family member. For purposes of this
provision, the definition of “family member” shall be the same as set forth
under the New Jersey Paid Family Leave Insurance Program at N.J.S.A.
43:21-27 (n}), as amended or supplemented from time to time. That
definition currently includes: sibling, grandparent, grandchild, child,
spouse, domestic partner, civil union partner, parent-in-law, or parent of
an employee, or any other individual refated by blood to the employee,
and any other individual that the employee shows to have a close
association with the employee which is the equivalent of a family
relationship.

B. Maternity Leave

Maternity leave, without pay, shall be granted to an employee in accordance with
the following conditions and procedures:

1. An employee seeking a leave of absence for reasons associated with
pregnancy shall file a written request for such leave with the Superintendent
or his designee at least sixty (60) days in advance of the date on which said
leave is to commence, which request shall likewise specify therein the date
on which said so requested; provided, however, an employee may apply for
early reinstatement by filing a written request therefor with the
Superintendent or his designee. Said request for early reinstatement is
subject to Board approval.

2. The Board may require as a condition of an employee’s return to service,
production of a certificate from a physician to certify that the employee is
medically able to resume her duties.

3. In no event shall any such leave be granted beyond the end of the contract
year in which leave is requested to commence.

4. A pregnant employee may continue her employment with the district so long
as her physician certifies to the Board that she is medically able to continue
to perform her duties. In the event there is any question concerning her
ability to continue to perform her duties, the Board shall have the right to
have the employee examined by a physician designated by the Board. If
there is a difference of medical opinion between employee’s physician and
the Board's physician, a third physician designated by mutual agreement of
the employee and the Board, or if no such agreement can be reached, by the
Camden County Medical Society, shall be dispositive of the issue. If it
becomes necessary to seek the opinion of a third physician, his fee shall be
shared equally by the Board and the employee involved.
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C. Other Leaves of Absence

1. Other leaves of absence, without pay, may be granted by the Board at its
discretion.
2. For each period of absence, an employee will be required to complete and

file an appropriate form with the office of the Superintendent, regardless of
the nature of the absence and type of leave involved.

3. Upon return from leave granted pursuant to this article, an employee will be
placed on the salary schedule at the level he/she had attained at the time the
leave was granted, unless he/she has worked for a period exceeding five (5)
months in the school year in which leave was granted, in which event the
employee will be placed on the next higher level of the salary schedule.
Unused accumulated sick leave shall be restored to an employee upon his/
her return from his/her leave of absence granted pursuant to this article.

4. All initial applications, extensions or renewals of leaves of absence shall be
applied for and responded to in writing.

D. Funeral Leave

1. In the event of a death in an employee’s immediate family, such employee
shall be allowed absence with pay not to exceed five (5) days. All such
absences shall be approved by the employee’s immediate supervisor.

2. For the purpose of this section, “‘immediate family” shall mean husband, wife,
domestic partner, father, mother, child, sister, brother, grandchild, mother
and father-in-law and brother and sister-in-law.

3. Employees shall be allowed one day leave with pay in the event of the death
of a family member not set forth in paragraph 2 above. Such absence must
be approved by the employee’s immediate supervisor.

E. Personal Leave

1. Each employee employed twenty (20) hours per week or more may be
granted up to two (2) days personal leave during the school year. Said leave
shall be with pay and for the purpose of transacting business which cannot
be accomplished outside of working hours.

2. Personal leave shall be allowed with the approval of the building principal
provided that such approval shall not be unreasonably withheld. Except in
emergencies, it shall be the employee’s responsibility to file a written request
for leave with the building principal at least five (5) days in advance of the
absence.

3. Personal leave days will not be granted for either of the two (2) days
preceding or following a holiday or vacation period except in cases of
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D.

emergency. Unused personal leave days shall accumulate for the purposes
of sick leave from year to year, so long as employment is continuous.

4, The purpose of personal leave days is to allow employees to perform such
pressing and immediate business that it cannot be postponed or performed
after employment hours. Any other use of personal leave days is violation of
the contract.

Jury Duty

1. In the case of required jury duty, an employee shall notify his/her immediate
supervisor, shall be allowed time off for jury service and shall suffer no loss in
compensation.

- ARTICLE?Y
JOB SECURITY

REDUCTION-IN-FORCE

1. In the event there is a reduction in force, those employees employed twenty
(20} hours per week or more will be placed on a reduction list to be
established by the Board. This list will include the years of service for each
employee. Employees laid off during the school year will remain on said list
until the first day of class of the following school year. Those laid off after the
last day of classes in June will remain on the list until the next following
January 2.

2. Unit members who have completed seven (7) or more years continuous
service to the District shall not be reduced in force before unit members who
have not completed seven (7) years of continuous service to the District. The
preceding sentence does not guarantee either placement in a specific school
or placement in a specific unit title. An “Educational Assistant — Exceptional
Student” who has been reduced in force shall be compensated consistent
with the terms of Article 13, E. These unit members may indicate to the
Human Resources office their preferences as to school placement and those
preferences will be considered. These unit members may be required to be
interviewed for vacancies but will not be required to provide a resume.

Those employees on the reduction list will be considered for reemployment to fill
openings for which the Board, in its sole discretion, believes the employee to be
qualified.

Consideration for reemployment is not a guarantee of reemployment and shall not
preclude the Board from hiring an individual whose name does not appear on said
reduction list in its discretion.

In the event an opening shall occur in any school, the principal of that school shall
have the option to offer said extra hours to existing employees in that school where
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said employees are qualified; or to offer said opening pursuant to paragraphs A
through C above.

E. The Superintendent or his designee shall give at least ten (10) days written notice of
employee openings of twenty (20) or more hours per week. Postings shall include
the building assignment, type of position and work hours. Such notice shall be
posted on the District website and in the main office of all worksites. A copy of the
posting shall be provided to the Association building representative and to the
Association Presidents.

F. During the school year, an employee initiated inter-school transfer for the same
position the employee then holds must have the approval of both school principals
and the Board.

G. All openings for clerical or secretarial positions in the accredited evening high
school, summer school or for federal projects and other programs along with
appropriate compensation shall be publicized in accordance with paragraph “E”
above.

ARTICLE 8
EVALUATION

A. Administrators shall keep employees informed as to whether or not the kind of
service they are rendering is satisfying in terms of the standards of the school
district.

B. Written evaluations shall be given to the employee for his/her signature and written
comments prior to submission of the reports to the Superintendent. This
evaluation(s) shall include strengths, weaknesses and suggestions for improvement
if appropriate. All written evaluations will be completed by May 1%t and members will
receive all of the paperwork on the evaluation by May 15,

C. Upon reasonable request and upon notice to the Director of Human Resources, an
employee shall be permitted to examine evaluation reports in their personnel folder
as maintained in the office of the Director of Human Resources.

D.  Any employee receiving an evaluation of less than satisfactory in any one category
shall be reevaluated within the remainder of the school year.

ARTICLE 9
APPOINTMENTS AND NOTIFICATION

A All appointments to any unit position must be approved by the Human Resources
Department and the Board before it can be made.

B. Every effort will be made to notify employees of their future employment status and
number of hours scheduled by June 15, and of their tentative building assignment
by August 15. Such notice may be given by the Human Resources Department or
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by the principal of each school and shall be given in writing. Any notice given is
subject to subsequent modification by the Board and the hours assigned to each
employee’s individual employment contract shall be conclusive.

ARTICLE 10
INSURANCE

A. Health/hospitalization Insurance

—

The Board of Education shall provide to employees and their dependents (as
modified by C. below) the following medical benefits coverage provided that
there is no duplication of coverage and the employee works a minimum of
twenty five (25) hours per week. The employee shall pay the portion of the
premium set by State law,

2, Effective as soon as possible after ratification of the 2018-2021 Agreement,
the base medical plan shall be changed to the Horizon Direct Access Design
7 15/25 pian. There will be no change to the existing POS plan option. If an
eligible employee chooses enrollment in a plan option which exceeds the
Board's premium cost for that enroliment under Direct 15/25, the employee
shall pay the premium difference in addition to the required employee
premium share.

3. With 90 days’ written notice to the Association by the Board, the
health/hospitalization coverage provided by the Board to eligible employees
may be changed to either:

a) a plan with identical benefits as SEHBP;
or,

b) a plan which has benefit levels identical to the Patriot V
QPOS/School Board Plan which was in place immediately
before the shift to the SEHBP. Effective the date of a change in
carrier from SEHBP, if the Board determines to change the
carrier from SEHBP, this shall be the only plan available to
eligible employees.

B. New employees shall have the option to select from the following coverages:

Single
Parent/Child
or
Husband/Wife

In the second year of coverage the employee may choose any of the above
coverages, or family coverage.
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For the purpose of this clause “year” shall be defined as the first of the month which
follows the employee's twelve (12) month anniversary.

C. PRESCRIPTION INSURANCE

The Board shall provide to an eligible employee the following prescription plan:

1. The employee co-payment shall be $15 for brand-name drugs; $7 for generic
drugs; and one co-payment ($15 for brand-name drugs; $7 for generic) for a
90 day supply by mail-order. Effective January 1, 2017, the #2 Advantage
UM package, without the step therapy feature, shall be added as riders to the
prescription plan.

The Board will provide prescription drug insurance coverage to all employees
regularly working 25 hours or more per week under the terms and conditions
of said plan.

2. Effective July 1, 2013, the Board may change the prescription carrier to the
SEHBP plan with the lowest patient co-pays.

3. The Board will provide prescription drug insurance coverage to all employees
regularly working 25 hours or more per week under the terms and conditions
of said plan. For employees hired prior to July 1, 1997, the benefit eligibility
requirement shall be 20 hours per week.

D. Dental Insurance

Effective on July 1, 2011, or the effective date of the switch to SEHBP under A. 2.
above, whichever is later, employees who work 25 or more hours per week shall be
eligible for Board-paid single enroliment level dental insurance. Effective July 1,
2017, dental insurance will be extended to include family coverage for eligible
employees. Employees are not eligible for board-paid family dental insurance in
their first year of employment in the district, but they may purchase family dental at
their own expense.

E. Vision Plan

Effective on the date when SEHBP is effective under A. 5. above, the Board shall
provide the benefits described in the VSP eye care plan which was shared with the
Association during the negotiations for the 2009-2012 Agreement. An employee
must work 25 hours per week to be eligible for this Board-paid benefit.

F. There shall be a voluntary waiver incentive plan for insurances noted in C. and D. of
this Article. Employees who participate in the program shall receive a payment of
20% of the Board'’s portion of the relevant premium upon the close of the insurance
year.
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The Board shall not be required to provide more than one coverage under A.
through D. above to employees who are married or registered domestic partners or
are in a civil union, and who are both employed by the District.

For the duration of this Agreement, any Assaociation unit member receiving dental
and/or vision insurance coverage shall not pay the insurance premium contribution
for such coverage which would otherwise be required under the terms of P.L. 2011,
Chapter 78. This provision pertaining to the Chapter 78 contribution shall expire on
June 30, 2026 or upon ratification of a successor collective negotiations agreement,
whichever is later, at which time unit members who are enrolled in coverage other
than the NJ Educators Health Plan ("EHP") or Garden State Health Plan (*GSHP”)
will commence payment of the Tier 4 Chapter 78 contribution on dental and vision
insurance premiums unless the parties mutually agree on a different arrangement.
Unit members enrolled in the EHP or GSHP will not contribute toward dental and/or
vision coverage unless the Board and Association mutually agree for them to do so.

ARTICLE 11
OTHER BENEFITS

No employee shall be required to take more than an hour lunch break. Said lunch
break shall be duty-free and without pay.

In the event of delayed openings due to inclement weather, employees may be
rescheduled by the building principal to make up lost hours provided work is
available. This shall not require the principal to reschedule said hours if in his
opinion it is not in the best interests of the Board.

ARTICLE 12
ASSOCIATION DUES

The Board agrees to deduct dues for the Association from the salaries of those of
its employees who authorize same. Such deductions shall be made in compliance
with Chapter 233, New Jersey Public Laws of 1969 (N.J.S.A. 52:14-1 5.9¢e) and
under rules established by the State Department of Education.

Moneys deducted together with current records of any corrections shall be
transmitted to such person as may from time to time be designated by the
Association. The person designated shall disburse such moneys to the appropriate
association or associations.

On or about the last day of each month, beginning with the month this Agreement
becomes effective, the Board will provide the Association a list of employees who
began their employment in bargaining unit positions during the preceding thirty (30)
day period. The list will include name, social security number, job title, and date of
employment of each such employee. The Board will notify the Assaciation of any
change in the status regarding transfer, leave of absence, return from leave,
retirement, resignation, separation from employment, or death.
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D.

Indemnification

1. The Association shall indemnify and save harmless the Board against any
and all claims, demands, suits judgments, settlements, or any other form of
liability including reasonable counsel fees and other costs of defense that
shall arise out of or by reason of action taken or not taken by the Board for
the purpose of complying with any of the provisions of this Article, including
but not limited to, any actions in connection with defending the legality of this
indemnification provision.

a. Neither the Board or the Association will challenge the legality of any
indemnification provision of this Article. In the event this
indemnification of the Board by the Association is challenged in any
forum by any person or entity, the Board and the Association agree to
defend the legality of the indemnification provision

b. The Board shall retain its right to determine its course of conduct,
including but not limited to, the right to select counsel and determine
strategy, in any action arising out of or by reason of the provisions of
this Article.

C. The indemnification provisions of this Article shall continue during any
extension of this Agreement,

ARTICLE 13
SALARY

The parties have agreed to salary guides and they are attached to this Agreement.

1. “Educational Assistant -Exceptional Student” is the pay category covering the
following positions:

Special Needs
Exceptional

2, “Educational Assistant” is the pay category covering the following positions:

Title |
General
Special Education

Effective July 1, 2005, an educational assistant who is assigned to substitute for an
absent teacher shall receive the substitute’s daily rate prorated for the number of
hours subbing or the educational assistant’s hourly rate, whichever is higher.

Effective March 1, 2009, an educational assistant who is assigned to substitute for a
secretary shall receive the substitute secretary’s daily rate prorated for the number
of hours subbing or the educational assistant's hourly rate, whichever is higher.
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Effective July 1, 2012, an educational assistant who is temporarily assigned to an

Education Assistant — Exceptional Student position shall receive $1.50 more per
hour than her/his hourly rate for all hours.

D. Any current or future Educational Assistant - Exceptional Student vacancies shall
first be offered to bargaining unit members. Qualification of applicants and fitness
for such vacancies shall be determined by the Board.

E. Educational Assistants — Exceptional Student

1. Upon initial hire, an appointee to the position of Educational Assistant —
Exceptional Student shall be placed at the guide step which is closest to
$1.50 per hour higher than Step 1. Upon initial appointment of an existing
Educational Assistant to the position of Educational Assistant — Exceptional
Student that employee shall be placed at the guide step which is closest to
$1.50 per hour higher than her/his current step.

2. Involuntary Loss of Position

a.

If an Educational Assistant — Exceptional Student loses her/his
position involuntarily because the student is no longer assigned to the
employee, the employee shall remain at the current rate of pay and
get the raise consistent with the guide.

If such an employee is offered another Educational Assistant —
Exceptional Student position and accepts it, shethe will continue to
maintain the rate. If the employee rejects the position, she/he will go
back to the step which would result in a reduction of the hourly rate
which is no greater than the “extra” pay she/he received when first
appointed to the Educational Assistant - Exceptional Student position.

It is expressly understood an Educational Assistant - Exceptional
Student involuntary transferred to an Educational Assistant position for
performance or disciplinary reasons shall not be entitled to remain at
the higher rate.

3. Voluntary Loss of Position

a.
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If an Educational Assistant — Exceptional Student gives up her/his
position voluntarily, she/he will go back to the step which would result
in a reduction of the hourly rate which is no greater than the “extra”
pay she/he received when first appointed to the Educational Assistant
- Exceptional Student position.

If such an employee is subsequently offered another Educational
Assistant — Exceptional Student position and accepts it, she/he shall
be placed at the step which is closest to $1.50 per hour higher.
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C. If an Educational Assistant — Exceptional Student voluntarily gives up
her/his position, the Director of Human Resources will notify the
Assaociation Presidents of the change. The pay reduction will be
consistent with a. above.

4, In order to administer the concepts above, the Human Resources Director
shall provide the Association a list of current Educational Assistants -
Exceptional Student and the differential they received when first appointed to
the position.

F. Pay Periods

1, Salaries shall be paid on the 15" and the 30" of each month. If a pay day
follows on a weekend of holiday, employees shall be paid the work day
immediately preceding the weekend of holiday.

The amount of each check shall be determined by using the following

formula:
R*H*S where R= the employee’s hourly rate
P H= the employee’s total daily hours
8= the number of student calendar days
P= the total number of paydays in the year
2. Effective when all units agree to a change to a semi-monthly pay approach,

salaries shall be paid on the 15th and the 30th of each month. If a pay day
follows on a weekend of holiday, employees shall be paid the work day
immediately preceding the weekend of holiday.

G. When an employee is assigned to an overnight trip, the employee shall be paid
$22.50 per 24-hour period in addition to the employee’s regular hourly rate for each
hour assigned on site. Additionally, any hours above 40 shall be compensated at
1.5 times regular rate.

In the event the employee assigned declines to attend the trip then another shall be
assigned from a pool of volunteers. If there are adequate members volunteering for
the trip, the trip shall be assigned to unit members. Effective with the ratification of
the 2006-2009 Agreement, the practice of requiring an employee who has declined
a trip to arrange for her/his own substitute is terminated. The original employee shall
assume the duties of the employee who goes on the trip if possible. If no other
assignment is available then the employee shall not report for work and shall
receive no pay for that day.

H. When an Employee is a presenter at in-service, the Employee shall be paid at 1 1/2
times $10.00 per hour during working hours and 2 times $10.00 per hour after
working hours plus the presenter’'s normal hourly rate for hours attending in-service.

I The position occupant for the job title “Special Education Program Facilitator with
Special Therapy Skills” shall be compensated an additional $14.00 per hour for
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each hour that she/he performs the specific duties of the position. Partial hours
worked will be prorated.

J. Effective July 1, 2011, salaries shall be paid by direct deposit.

K. Unit members appointed to serve as bus aides will be paid the maximum step rate
on the hourly rate guide while providing services in that capacity. The hourly
overtime rate for hours worked over 40 in any work week by unit members serving
as both bus aides and educational assistants shall be a blended rate calculated in
accordance with the provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act.

ARTICLE 14

PROTECTION OF EMPLOYEES

A. In the event any civil action has been or shall be brought against any employee for
any act or omission arising out of and in the course of the performance of his/her
duties for the Board, the Board shall defray all costs of defending such action,
including reasonable counsel fees and expenses, together with costs of appeal, if
any, and shall save harmless and protect such employee from any financial loss
resulting therefrom. (N.J.S.A. 18A:16-6.1).

B. Should any criminal action be instituted against any employee for any act or
omission arising out of and in the course of the performance of his/her duties for the
Board, and should such proceeding be dismissed or result in a final disposition in
favor of such employee, the Board shall reimburse him/her for the costs of
defending such proceeding, including reasonable counsel fees and expenses of the
original hearing or trial and all appeals (N.J.S.A. 18A:16-6.1).

C. Whenever any employee is absent from his/her post or duty as a result of a
personal injury caused by an accident arising out of and in the course of his/her
employment with the Board, the Board shall pay to such employee the full salary or
wages for the period of such absence for up to one (1) calendar year without having
such absence charged to the annual sick leave or the accumulated sick leave
provided for herein. Salary or wage payments as provided in this section shall be
made for absence during the waiting period and during the period the employee
received or was eligible to receive a temporary disability benefit under Chapter 15 of
Title 34, Labor and Workmen's Compensation, of the Revised Statutes. Any amount
of salary or wages paid or payable to the employee pursuant to this section shall be
reduced by the amount of any workmen's compensation award made for temporary
disability (N.J.S.A. 18A:30-2.1).

D. Employees shall immediately report cases of assault or serious injury suffered by
them in connection with their employment to their principal or other immediate
supervisor.

E. Such notification shall be immediately forwarded to the Superintendent or his

designee who shall comply with any reasonable request from the employee for
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information in the possession of the Superintendent relating to the incident or the
persons involved, and shall act in appropriate ways as liaison between the
employee, the police, and the courts.

Article 15
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

A. Workshops and In-Service programs (computer, drugs, etc.) shall be provided to
those employees that work at least 20 hours per week. If attendance is mandated
by the Board, the employee shall be compensated at histher regular hourly rate; if
attendance is voluntary on the employee’s part, attendance shall be without pay.

B. The Board may assign up to four (4) additional days per year for in-service needs.
Assistants shall be paid their hourly rate for such additional time.

(& in-Service

Members will receive the date, time, and location of every in-service at least 30
days prior to its scheduled time.,

D. Effective with the 2007-2008 work year, there shall be one (1) four (4) hour day
scheduled for in-service purposes for all educational assistants. This shall be in
addition to the regular work year length which was in place for the 2006-2007 vyear.
Compensation shall be at the employee’s hourly rate.

ARTICLE 16
MISCELLANEQUS

A. An Association/administration meeting consisting of no more than four (4)
bargaining unit representatives and at least two (2) management representatives,
one (1) of whom shall be a member of the Superintendent’s council, will take place
at a mutually agreeable time to discuss matters of concern. One (1) such meeting
shall take place each month, and be of no more than one (1) hour in duration. It is
understood that such meetings will not be used as a substitute for the grievance
procedure. Such meetings shall be in addition to Article 5, A.

B. Nondiscrimination

The Board and the Association agree that there shall be no discrimination, and that
all practices, procedures and policies of the school system shall clearly exemplify
that there is no discrimination in the hiring, training, assignment, promotion, transfer,
or discipline of employees or in the application or administration of this Agreement
on the basis of race, creed, color, religion, national origin, sex, domicile, or marital
status.
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Board Policy

This Agreement constitutes Board and Association policy for the terms of said
Agreement, and the Board and Association shall carry out the commitments
contained herein and give them force and effect as Board and Association policy.

Separability

If any provision of this Agreement or any application of this Agreement to any
employee or group of employees is held to be contrary to law, then such provision
or application shall not be deemed valid and subsisting, except to the extent
permitted by law, but all other provisions or applications shall continue in full force
and effect.

Compliance between Individual Contract and Master Agreement

Any individual contract between the Board and an individual employee, heretofore
or hereafter executed, shall be subject to and consistent with the terms and
conditions of this Agreement.

If an individual contract contains any language inconsistent with this Agreement,
this Agreement during its duration, shall be controlling.

This Agreement represents and incorporates the complete and final understanding
and settlement of all bargainable issues which were or could have been the subject
of negotiations. During the term of this Agreement, neither party will be required to
negotiate with respect to any such matter, whether or not covered by this
Agreement, and whether or not within the knowledge or contemplation of either or
both of the parties at the time they negotiated or signed this Agreement. This
Agreement shall not be modified in whole or in part by the parties except by an
instrument in writing duly executed by both parties.

It is the intent of the parties hereto that wherever this Agreement refers to specific
statutes or acts of the legislature that reference or description of statutory rights or
obligations is for the purpose of information only. It is the parties’ intent that the
precise terms or language of the statutes or acts of the legislature shall apply as
interpreted by the appropriate state agency or the courts of this State. Any
grievance concerning an article of this Agreement containing a statutory reference
or description shall not be subject to arbitration.

The cost of printing of the Agreement for distribution to unit members shall be
shared equally by the Association and Board.

Notice
Whenever any notice is required to be given by either of the parties to this

Agreement to the other, pursuant to the provisions of this Agreement, either
party shall do so by telegram or registered letter at the following addresses:
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1. If by Association, to Board at Malberg School, 45 Ranoldo Terrace, Cherry
Hill, New Jersey 08034;

2. If by Board, to Association, Care of Current President(s), at said President's
school address.
ARTICLE 17
DURATION

This Agreement shall be effective as of July 1, 2021, and shall continue in effect until June
30, 2026, subject to the Association’s right to negotiate over a successor agreement as
provided in Article 2. This Agreement shall not be extended orally and it is understood that
it shall expire on the date indicated.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hereunto caused these presents to be
executed by their appropriate officers on this day of , 2023.

For the Board of Education of the Township of Cherry Hill:

Miriam Stern, Board President

Lynn Shugars, Board Sefretary

For the Educational Assistants of Cherry Hill:

Roge Casey, Pregident

P Qpsthens’
Secretary /WWM UBfa
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HOURLY RATE GUIDES 2021-2022 - 2025-2026

2021-22 2022.23 2023-24 2024.25 2025-26
STEP RATE STEP RATE STEP RATE STEP RATE STEP

1 16.00 1 18.00 1 18.00 1 19.00 1

2 16.50 2 18.50 4 18.50 2 19.50 2
3 17.00 3 19.00 3 19.25 3 20.25 3
4 17.50 4 18.50 4 19.76 4 20.75 4

5 18.00 5 20.00 5 20,25 3 21.25 5
8 18.50 ] 20,50 6 20.75 ;] 21.75 ]

7 19.00 7 21.00 7 21.25 7 22,25 7

8 20.00 8 21.50 ] 21.75 8 22,75 B
9 21.00 9 22.00 9 22,25 9 24,50

10 22,00 10 23.00 10 23.75

NOTE: The above guides do not show actual step progression. Step movement on
the above guides is set forth on the accompanying Hourly Rate Guide Movement
Chart.

Initial guide placement of Educational Assistant - Exceptional Student: consistent
with Article 13, E. 1., a newly-hired employee in this title shall be placed at the step

RATE

20.00
20.50
21,00
21,50
22.00
22.50
23.00
25,25

which is closest to $1.50 above Step 1. For each year of the contract, this is Step 4.
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HOURLY RATE GUIDE MOVEMENT CHART
2021-2022 - 2025-2026

Cherry Hill EACH Hourly Guide Movement 2021-22 -- 2025-26

Orlginal New
2021-2022 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026
1==> 1 == 1
1 ==> A
Employee step
placement as of 7/1/21
or thereafter: 1-7 ==> 1 ==» 2immy 3 == 3 e=x 3
8 ==> 2 == 3 == o mzm 4 ==
9 &
10 ==>» 3 => 4 == g ==z» b s=n 5
ul &
12 ==> 4 ==> Siz= 6§ == 6 ==> 6
13 ==> Siz=> 6 ==> 7 == 7 ==> 7
14 => 6 ==> 7 ==> 8 == 8 = B
15 ==> 7 == B mu> Q== L IETES 8
16 ==> 8 ==> Q ==> 10 ==> 9 ==x 8
17 ==> 9 x> 10 ==> 10 ==> 9 == 8
18 ==> 10 ==> 10 ==> 10 ==> 9 == 8
off &~

NOTE: Employees hired on Step 1 in 2023-24 remain on Step 1 in 2024-25 and
2025-26. Employees hired on Step 1 in 2024-25 remain on Step 1 in 2025-26.
Employees on Step 2 in 2023-2024 will be placed on Step 1 in both 2024-25 and
2025-26.
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