
Cherry Hill Public Schools
Fall 2021 Start Strong 

Results

Presentation to the Board of Education
January 11, 2022

Faith Holmgren, Dr. Farrah Mahan and Val Schmid-Sadwin

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For those of you new to the Board, I’m Val Schmid-Sadwin, a data analyst for the Cherry Hill Public Schools, and the rest of you are saying – wait – it’s her again? I know, we have to stop meeting like this…
But I can’t help it, these assessments keep happening. Tonight we are presenting the results of the past fall’s state assessment – Start Strong



Who was tested and based on what 
standards?
Current Grade Level/Course Standards Tested
ELA grade levels 4-10 Prior grade level
Math grade levels 4-8 Prior grade level
Algebra 1 Math grade 8
Geometry Math grade 8
Algebra 2 Algebra 1
Science grade 6 Grade levels 3-5
Science grade 9 Grade levels 6-8
Science grade 12 Grade levels 9-11

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Basically, students in grades 4 through 10 were tested in ELA and Math and grades 6, 9, and 12 were tested in science, based on the previous grade level standards, The tests were much shorter than the Spring NJSLA tests, each only one unit for one hour.



State Guidance: NJDOE Broadcast
December 13, 2021

When publicly reporting assessment results, consideration 
should be given to:
• The impacts of COVID-19 on learning and testing conditions
• The impact on student participation in the assessments, 

which were required to be administered in person. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since these are new tests and we are in a pandemic, the State has provided guidance to us, some of which I will share. 



What about Participation?

93% 99% 99%93% 99% 99%91% 98%

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

High School Middle School Elementary School

Cherry Hill Participation in Start Strong Testing was Excellent

ELA Math Science

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All tests were administered in Cherry Hill were administered in person,  between September 27 and October 22.



State Guidance: NJDOE Broadcast
December 13, 2021

“The Start Strong assessments were developed in 
response to the disruption in education caused by the 
pandemic and were designed specifically to inform 
instruction going forward.”                    

NOT DESIGNED

to estimate what score a student would have received if 
they had taken the NJSLA in the spring of 2021

NOT DESIGNED

to predict future student performance on the NJSLA



State Guidance: NJDOE Broadcast
December 13, 2021

“In light of these considerations, and of the different 
design and purpose of Start Strong compared to the 
NJSLA, the NJDOE would strongly discourage districts 
from comparing any individual student/school/district 
Start Strong data to any state-level data for Start 
Strong or to any NJSLA data.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And therefore, we’re not going to…



Three Performance Levels of Start Strong

Strong Support 
May Be Needed

Some Support 
May Be Needed

Less Support 
May Be Needed

Levels of Support

NJSLA Performance 
Levels

Strong Support May Be 
Needed

Some Support May Be 
Needed

Less Support May Be 
Needed

NJSLA – ELA and Math 
Performance Levels

• Did Not Yet Meet 
Expectations

• Partially Met 
Expectations

• Approached 
Expectations

• Met Expectations
• Exceeded Expectations

NJSLA – Science 
Performance Levels

• Below Proficient • Near Proficiency • Proficient
• Advanced Proficient

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Start Strong 3 levels of support…

The irony is not lost on me that the slide immediately subsequent to the guidance not to compare the Start Strong results to NJSLA, provides a table, also provided by the state, that would allow you to do just that.  But finally, we have gotten used to the five levels of the NJSLA, so for context, it seems helpful to know how the three Start Strong levels would compare to the five levels for ELA and Math. And the four levels for science – don’t ask me why that is. 

And of course, they are all using different expectations/proficiency descriptions – does anyone else think that this might be more complicated than it needs to be?

I think that the takeaway here is to remember the three performance levels of Start Strong and to remember that the design and purpose of Start Strong was different from the design and purpose of NJSLA.



English Language Arts (ELA) - District
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain the graph – 

to fit on the graph, may be has been removed from the support level descriptions.

Indications of levels of support that may be needed by grade level pretty consistent. An average of 20% of students tested may need strong support and around 60% may need less support.



Mathematics- District
34%

48%
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32%
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63%

43%
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28%
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Grade 8*

Algebra 1**

Geometry**
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*   Grade 8 Math excludes students taking Intro to Functions, Algebra 1 or Geometry at the middle schools
** Includes students at the middle school taking these tests

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Indications that more support needed in mathematics than ELA in every grade level. This seems to be true not just for Cherry Hill, but statewide and nationwide.  A lot of variation among grade levels – from 24% who may need strong support in Algebra 2 to 63% who may need strong support in Algebra 1. Likewise those who may need less support ranges from 9% in grade 8 math to 39% in grade 4 math.



Algebra 1- A Deeper Dive- District
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I thought that it was worthwhile to think a little more about the Algebra 1 results, with the highest percentage of students who may need strong support. The Algebra 1 test was based on grade 8 math standards.  7th grade students would have just completed grade 6 math, and 8th grade students would have just completed grade 7 math. It’s the high school students who are taking Algebra 1 who show the most need for strong support, which isn’t that unexpected since high school students who take the NJSLA Algebra 1 test don’t perform as well as the middle school students who take the Algebra 1 NJSLA.



Science - District
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The science results fall in between the ELA and math start strong results, with about 35% of students who may need strong support and about 30% who may need less support.



ELA by Race/Ethnicity - District
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also, reflecting trends nationwide, a higher percentage of Black and Hispanic students may need strong support than the other race/ethnicities



Mathematics by Race/Ethnicity - District
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Presentation Notes
That is particularly the case in mathematics



Science by Race/Ethnicity - District
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And science



ELA Special Populations - District
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For ELA – the district average percentage of students who may need strong support was 20% and 60% who may need less support – the indications are that these groups in general may need more support.



Mathematics Special Populations - District
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Likewise in math, the district average for may need strong support was 45% and may need less support was 25% - these groups indicate the need for more support.



Science Special Populations - District
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Presentation Notes
Likewise in science , at the district level 35% may need strong support and 30% may need less support – these groups need more support



Cherry Hill High School East
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Presentation Notes
Now for the by school exhibits – all subjects are on the graph – at East – mirrors the district numbers – the most support needed in mathematics, except Algebra 2, the least in ELA and science in between.



Cherry Hill High School West
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Likewise at West, the most support seems needed in math, except Algebra 2, then in science and then in ELA



Beck Middle School
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now the middle schools, do I sound like a broken record – the most support is needed in math, followed by science, followed by ELA. Please note that grade 8 math does not include the results of the students who are taking intro to functions, Algebra 1 or geometry. Grade 6 and grade 8 math seem to need the most support.



Carusi Middle School
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For Carusi, math in general, grade 6 and 8 and Algebra 1, in particular, need the most support, followed by science and ELA



Rosa International Middle School
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*   Grade 8 Math excludes students taking Intro to Functions, Algebra 1 or Geometry

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At Rosa, grade 6, 8 math and algebra 1 need the most support, with science and ELA needing less



Clara Barton Elementary School
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now we have the twelve elementary schools. I’m going to go through these slides quickly to try to prevent this meeting becoming a sleep over. You have the slides of all of the schools and this presentation will be on the district website, hopefully, tomorrow, so that everyone can review the results in as much detail as you want. At Barton, more support appears to be needed for math than ELA.



J.F. Cooper Elementary School
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At Cooper, more support seems to be needed in math than in ELA, but it is close for grade 4.



Bret Harte Elementary School
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Harte – more support indicated for math than for ELA



James Johnson Elementary School
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Johnson – more support indicated for math than for ELA



Joyce Kilmer Elementary School
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Kilmer the same



Kingston Elementary School
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Kingston the same



A. Russell Knight Elementary School
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Knight the same, but close for grade 4.



Horace Mann Elementary School

24%

11%

54%

41%

22%

26%

16%

28%

54%

63%

30%

30%

ELA Grade 4

ELA Grade 5

Math Grade 4

Math Grade 5

Strong Support Needed Some Support Needed Less Support Needed

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mann – more support needed for math than for ELA



Thomas Paine Elementary School
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The same at Paine



Joseph Sharp Elementary School
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The same at Sharp



Richard Stockton Elementary School
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The same at Stockton



Woodcrest Elementary School

20%

10%

19%

41%

20%

21%

31%

29%

60%

69%

50%

29%

ELA Grade 4

ELA Grade 5

Math Grade 4

Math Grade 5

Strong Support Needed Some Support Needed Less Support Needed

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Woodcrest – grade 4 ELA and math about the same, with grade 5 needing more support in math than in ELA



In Summary

• Indication that more support is needed:
• In mathematics and science than in English language arts for every 

grade level
• For Black and Hispanic students than for the other racial/ethnic 

groups
• For Economically Disadvantaged students than for those who are 

not
• For Students with Disabilities than for those who are not
• For English Language Learners than for those who are not



In Summary

“The information provided by this assessment is a snapshot of a 
student’s understanding and should only be used with other 
supporting evidence (assignments, homework, etc.) when drawing 
conclusions about a student’s overall academic performance.”

Start Strong Score Interpretation Guide for 
Educators Fall 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember – it was a single test – that only lasted one hour per subject. Now, for the more interesting part of the presentation, Mrs. Faith Holmgren will discuss how the district is responding to the Start Strong results. 



How are we responding to the Start Strong 
Data at the Elementary Level?

• District Testing Coordinator conducted PLC Meetings with grade level 
teams reviewing how to access and analyze the Fall 2021 Start Strong 
Data. 

• Follow-up meetings took place with individual teachers focusing on 
the following data points: Start Strong Data, Eureka Equip Data, 
formative classroom assessments.

• Identified students with common gaps/needs based on these two data points.
• Developed targeted intervention plans with goals to address the needs of 

these students.  
• Developed timeline for instruction and assessment of goals.  
• Targeted instruction taking place during I/E



How are we responding to the Start Strong 
Data at the Middle School Level?

• District Testing Coordinator, District Mathematics Curriculum 
Supervisor and Mathematics Coach presented to teachers how to 
access and analyze the Start Strong Data during Mathematics 
Department Meeting.

• Follow-up meetings with all content-area teachers 
• Teachers created specific instructional plans with goals 

• Alternative instructional times were identified to meet the needs of 
the students:  

• Reteaching during class- based upon reviewing of standards assessed in Start 
Strong. Teachers submit lesson plans where this is reflected.

• Support during Advisory
• After school tutoring program (Learning Lab) 3:15-4:15 in person & virtual 

evenings



How are we responding to the Start Strong 
Data at the High School Level?

• District Testing Coordinator presented how to access and analyze the Start 
Strong data to all High School Principals.  

• Assistant Principals then turn-keyed this information to their respective 
departments. 

• Specific plans with instructional goals were created during Department 
Meetings. 

• Guiding Questions for Analyzing Common Assessment Data
• Alternative instructional times were identified to meet the needs of the 

students:  
• Reteaching during class- based upon reviewing of standards assessed in Start Strong. 

Teachers submit lesson plans where this is reflected.
• Lunch and learn- quiet study- can be assigned by teachers or admin- sometimes 

students are referred to quiet study instead of detention
• Cum laude

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y2x04XU50eHOgaeRbtI-X2BFSzFLUG6_BwYMJH3bq0Q/edit?usp=sharing


American Rescue Plan Funds (ARP)

(ESSER III)
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Safe Return  

ARP ESSER III FUNDS
$7,842,792

Safe Return to 
In-Person 
Learning

Learning Loss activities that 
address social, emotional 

and academic needs and the  
disproportionate impact on 

subgroups 

Public Health 
Protocols 

Consistent with 
CDC Guidelines 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first section of funding is dedicated specifically to 
Safe Return to In-Person Learning
Learning Loss activities that address social emotional and academic needs and the disproportionate impact on subgroups 
And Public health protocols consistent with the CDC guidelines 
Of these funds at 20% must be dedicated to learning loss while 80% is dedicated to a wide range of activities but with a special emphasis on implementing public health protocols consistent with CDC guidelines 



42

Grants supporting 
Teaching and Learning 

ARP ESSER III FUNDS

Accelerated Learning 
Coaching and 

Educator Support 
Grant

$920,705

Summer Learning 
and Enrichment 
Activities Grant

$62,772

Evidence-based 
Comprehensive 

Beyond School Day 
Activities Grant

$62,772
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Examples In Practice

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we continue to make decisions regarding the use of funds here are a few images that reflect what we have planned. 

Although funds were allocated for Mental Health - we have set aside additional funds to support the mental health and social emotional needs of students, teachers, and families..

To support the implementation of the new Computer Science Standards - we will be exploring and purchasing technology designed to support computer science instruction in grades K-8.   

Math continues to be a priority as we have seen a decline in achievement over the past few years.  Specific attention will be provided on professional development for teachers and administrators. Specific emphasis will be given to Eureka Math. 





QUESTIONS?
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